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Experimental Procedures

All procedures follow NIGOGA, 4th Edition. Below are brief descriptions of
procedures/analytical conditions.

Deasphaltening
Extracts are evaporated almost to dryness before a small amount of dichloromethane (3 times
the amount of EOM) is added. Pentane is added in access (40 times the volume of EOM and
dichloromethane/oil). The solution is stored for at least 12 hours in a dark place before the
solution is filtered or centrifuged and the weight of the asphaltenes measured.

GC analysis of gas components
Aliquots of the samples were transferred to exetainers. 0.1-lml were sampled using a Gerstel
MPS2 autosampler and injected into a Hewlett Packard 5890 Series II GC equipped with
Porabond Q column, a flame ionisation detector (FID), a thermal conductivity detector (TCD)
and a methylization unit. Hydrocarbons were measured by FID, CO2 by metylization (to CH4)
and then FID and N2 and O2 by TCD.

Carbon isotope analysis of hydrocarbon compounds and CO2
The carbon isotopic composition of the hydrocarbon gas components was determined by a
GC-C-IRMS system. Aliquots were sampled with a syringe and analysed on a Trace GC2000,
equipped with a Poraplot Q column, connected to a Delta plus XP IRMS. The components
were burnt to CO2 and water in a 1000 °C furnace over Cu/Ni/Pt. The water was removed by
Nafion membrane separation. Repeated analyses of standards indicate that the reproducibility
of 513C values is better than 1 %o PDB (2 sigma).

Carbon isotope analysis of low concentration methane using the Precon.
The carbon isotopic composition of methane was determined by a Precon-IRMS system.
Aliquots were sampled with a GCPal autosampler. CO2, CO and water were removed on
chemical traps. Other hydrocarbons than CH4 and remaining traces of CO2 were removed by
cryotrapping. The methane was burnt to CO2 and water in a 1000 °C furnace over Cu/Ni/Pt.
The water was removed by Nafion membrane separation. The sample preparation system
described (Precon) was connected to a Delta plus XP IRMS for 5 13C analysis. Repeated
analyses of standards indicate that the reproducibility of 513C values is better than 1 %o PDB
(2 sigma).

Hydrogen isotope analysis of methane
The hydrogen isotopic composition of methane was determined by a GC-C-IRMS system.
Aliquots were sampled with a GCPal and analysed on a Trace GC2000, equipped with a
Poraplot Q column, connected to a Delta plus XP IRMS. The components were decomposed
to H2 and coke in a 1400 °C furnace. The international standard NGS-2 and an in-house
standard (Std A) were used for testing accuracy and precision. The "true" value of NGS-2 is
given to -172.5 %o V-SMOW (http://deuterium.nist.gov/standards.html). Repeated analyses of
standards indicate that the reproducibility of 5D values is better than 10 %o PDB (2 sigma).
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