
NPD – exploration drilling result  

01/08/2017 The Norwegian Petroleum Directorate has granted 

OMV (Norge) AS a drilling permit for well 7324/8-3, cf. Section 8 of 

the Resource Management Regulations. 

Well 7324/8-3 will be drilled from the Island Innovator drilling facility at position 

73°26'4" north and 24°23'21.67" east. 

The drilling programme for well 7324/8-3 relates to the drilling of an appraisal 

well in production licence 537. 

OMV (Norge) AS is the operator with an ownership interest of 25 per cent. The 

other licensees are Statoil Petroleum (35 per cent), Idemitsu Petroleum Norge AS 

(20 per cent) and Petoro (20 per cent). 

The area in this licence consists of parts of block 7324/7 and block 7324/8. The 

well will be drilled on the Wisting discovery, approx. 260 kilometres off the coast. 

Production licence 537 was awarded on 15 May 2009 (20th licensing round on the 

Norwegian shelf). This is the sixth well to be drilled in the licence. 

The permit is contingent on the operator securing all other permits and consents 

required by other authorities prior to commencing the drilling activity. 

See Factpages for more information about this wellbore. 

https://www.npd.no/
http://factpages.npd.no/factpages/default.aspx?culture=en&nav1=licence&nav2=PageView|All&nav3=5463849
https://factpages.npd.no/nb-no/wellbore/PageView/Exploration/All/8239


 

 



7324/8-3 

18/09/2017 OMV (Norge) AS, operator of production licence 537, 

has completed the drilling of appraisal well 7324/8-3 on oil 

discovery 7324/8-1 (Wisting) in the Barents Sea. 

The well was drilled about two kilometres south of the discovery well 7324/8-1 

and 315 kilometres north of Hammerfest. 

Discovery 7324/8-1 was proven in reservoir rocks from the Middle and Early 

Jurassic (upper part of the Realgrunnen sub-group) in 2013. Before appraisal well 

7324/8-3 was drilled, the operator’s resource estimate for the Wisting area was 

between 22 and 80 million standard cubic metres (Sm3) of recoverable oil 

equivalents. 

 

The objective of the well was to collect data to reduce uncertainties as regards 

the recoverable volumes, as well as to perform a water injection test in reservoir 

rocks in the Stø formation and a seismic monitoring study. 

 

Well 7324/8-3 encountered an oil column of about 55 metres in sandstones from 

the Middle Jurassic to Late Triassic (Stø and Fruholmen formations). The Stø 

formation has very good reservoir properties, while the Fruholmen formation 

has moderate to good reservoir properties. The resource estimate on the Wisting 

discovery will be updated based on evaluation of the new well data. The result 

will be important for future maturing of the Wisting area with regard to a 

potential development. 

 

Extensive data acquisition and sampling have been carried out. A successful 

water injection test has been completed in the Stø formation. The formation test 

showed good injection properties. 

 

Appraisal well 7324/8-3 was drilled to a vertical depth of 775 metres below the 

sea surface, and was terminated in the Fruholmen formation from the Late 

Triassic Age. 

Water depth at the site is 396 metres. The well will now be permanently plugged 

and abandoned. 

 

This is the sixth exploration well in production licence 537. The licence was 

awarded in the 20th licensing round in 2009. 

 



Well 7324/8-3 was drilled by the Island Innovator drilling facility. 

 

 


